We  chose 

the  Party  of  Socialism 

Will  you  t 


t  call  by  former  members  of  the  Labour  Party 


More  and  more  active  members  of  the  Labour  Party,  keen 
Socialists,  have  joined  the  Party  that  really  fights  for  Socialism — 
the  Communist  Party. 

In  this  appeal  some  of  these  former  Labour  Party  members  urge 
their  colleagues  in  the  Labour  Party  to  follow  their  example. 


Socialist  comrades  of  the  labour  party,  the  following 

appeal  is  addressed  to  you.  You  owe  it  to  yourselves  and  to  Socialism 
to  consider  it  carefully  : 

i.  The  Margate  Conference  last  year  threw  overboard,  despite 
militant  opposition,  the  principle  of  public  ownership,  which  has 
always  been  recognised  as  the  bedrock  of  Socialism. 

So  far  as  the  official  leadership  of  the  Labour  Party  is  concerned,  the  teachings 
of  the  pioneers  are  now  old-fashioned.  In  other  words.  Socialism  is  out  of  date. 
In  its  place  new  doctrines  are  to  be  discovered  and  formed  into  a  programme 
during  the  next  three  years. 

Comrades,  this  is  a  betrayal  of  Socialism. 
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2.  Many  of  you  saw  in  Bevanism  the  source  for  a  revival  of  the  spirit 
of  1945.  But  time  has  shown  that  the  Left  in  the  Labour  Party 
has  no  united  leadership  and  policy,  no  clear  view  of  what 
Socialism  is  or  how  we  are  to  get  it. 

If  you  accept  the  implication  of  these  two  points,  what  is  the  next  step? 

We  say  it  is  to  join  the  only  Party  which  is  fighting  for  Socialism  in  this  country 
— the  Communist  Party. 


PEACE,  FREEDOM 

The  rights  of  all  peoples 

COMRADES,  JOIN  THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY. 

The  Party  that  stands  for  rapid  strides  toward  the  Socialist  goal  of  the  great 
pioneers. 

The  Party  that  stands  for  the  rights  of  all  people  to  govern  themselves;  for  a 
British  Commonwealth  of  free  peoples,  and  not  an  Empire  where  the  bomb  and 
the  bullet,  the  gallows  and  the  whip-lash,  the  prison  camp  and  forced  labour  are 
employed  so  that  a  minority  of  profiteers  can  continue  to  extract  their  loot. 

The  Party  that  stands  for  the  rights  of  all  peoples  to  travel  their  own  road  to 
Socialism,  the  road  dictated  by  the  historical  development  in  each  country. 

The  Party  that  stands  for  peace,  exposing  those  who  conspire  for  war  because 
they  are  only  too  well  aware  that  their  interests  are  endangered  if  peaceful  com¬ 
petition  between  the  capitalist  and  Communist  systems  is  allowed  to  develop. 


COMRADESHIP 

The  most  striking  thing 

Comrades,  you  have  been  fighting,  sometimes  bitterly  in  recent  years,  within 
the  Labour  Party  for  a  policy  of  Socialism.  We  say  that  today  that  fight  can  be 
fought  better  and  more  intensively  from  within  the  ranks  of  the  Communist 
Party. 

Every  recruit  to  our  Party  means  a  strengthening  of  the  entire  Left  Wing  in 
Britain.  We  know  that  it  is  not  an  easy  decision  that  we  ask  you  to  make,  de¬ 
nounced  as  we  are  by  press  and  pulpit,  hammered  at  by  a  daily  barrage  of  lies, 
and  pilloried  by  the  would-be  Senator  McCarthys  in  this  country. 

But  there  is  nothing  new  in  this;  it  all  happened  before  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Labour  movement,  as  the  old  ’uns  tell  us.  And  it  is  impotent  against  the  comrade¬ 
ship  which  is  the  most  striking  thing  that  hits  the  newcomer  to  our  Party. 


TALK  IT  OVER 

And  come  to  our  meetings 

Nor  do  we  confine  this  comradeship  to  our  own  ranks.  We  extend  the  hand 
of  friendship  to  all  progressive  movements  everywhere,  and  voice  our  agreement 
with  the  progressive  aspect  of  any  policy,  no  matter  who  puts  it  forward.  This 
also  includes  the  Labour  Party,  for  whenever  that  party  takes  a  step  forward  we 
are  the  first  to  shout  “Hurrah!” 

Why  not  have  a  discussion  with  one  or  two  Communist  Party  members  whom 
you  know  personally?  Why  not  also  attend  one  or  two  meetings  of  the  local  branch 
of  our  Party,  where  you  will  be  welcome,  to  see  for  yourselves  what  goes  on? 


SOCIALIST  HOAD 


Communist  policy  is  clear 

You  need  not  feel  that  you  are  called  upon  to  make  any  sudden  decision,  and 
you  are  welcome  to  air  any  or  all  of  your  doubts.  The  road  to  Socialism  is  no 
primrose  path.  We,  too,  have  made  our  mistakes  and  are  open  to  comradely 
criticism  about  them. 

If  you  do  not  read  the  Daily  Worker  already  why  not  take  it,  borrow  it,  or  read 
it  in  the  local  library  for  a  week  or  two  and  see  what  a  real  Socialist  paper  is? 
Above  all,  read  our  pamphlet.  The  British  Road  to  Socialism ,  which  is  a  brilliant 
and  simple  exposition  of  our  case. 

You  may  object  that  you  do  not  know  enough  about  political  theory,  about 
Marxism.  But  education  is  one  of  the  most  important  roles  of  our  Party.  Classes 
and  discussions  are  run  on  the  simplest  lines,  and  are  designed  to  include  every¬ 
body. 

You  may  have  qualms  about  coming  out  of  the  Labour  Party  and  leaving  the 
machinery  to  THEM!  But,  comrades,  of  what  use  is  any  machinery  unless  the 
battle  of  policy  is  won?  Our  case  is  that  strengthening  the  Communist  Party  will 
strengthen  all  the  forces  that  can  win  the  battle  of  policy  in  the  Labour  movement. 


YOU  CAN  HELP 

In  factory,  mine  and  street 

And  remember  that  the  Labour  Party,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  almost 
solely  an  electoral  machine,  geared  toward  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  local 
council  chamber. 

But  Socialism  must  also  be  fought  for  in  the  factories  and  the  mines,  the  fields 
and  the  streets,  and  it  is  only  through  this  fight  that  the  people  can  be  roused 
to  return  to  Parliament  a  majority  that  will  fight  for  Socialism. 

The  tool  which  will  force  a  Socialist  Britain  is  ready  to  hand — the  Communist 
Party.  Why  not  help  us  use  it,  for  you  have  something  to  offer  us,  as  well  as  some¬ 
thing  to  gain  from  us?  The  people  of  France  are  showing  the  way  to  Western 
Europe! 

Let  1956  be  a  memorable  year  for  the  British  Labour  movement  also!  Join  the 
Communist  Party  and  press  forward  with  us  toward  the  day  when  “man’s  in¬ 
humanity  to  man”  is  no  more. 

COMRADES  —  MAKE  YOUR  DECISION  NOW 


T.  HILEY :  formerly  E.C.  mem¬ 
ber  Halifax  Labour  Party ;  dele¬ 
gate  Halifax  Trades  Council. 

F.  RA  WSON:  formerly  E.C. 
member  Halifax  Labour  Party. 


(Mrs.)  J.  RAW  SON:  formerly 
secretary  Mixenden  Ward 
(Halifax)  Labour  Party. 

R.  F.  WRIGHT:  formerly  dele¬ 
gate  Penistone  Labour  Party. 


C.  ROBINSON:  formerly  ward 
secretary,  Hinckley  Labour 
Party. 

H.  WOOD:  formerly  Preston 
Road  Labour  Party,  Wembley. 
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j  N.  F.  BERRY:  formerly  E.C. 
member  Halifax  Labour  Party 
and  E.C.  member  Halifax 
Trades  Council. 

(Mrs.)  E.  COCKER:  formerly 
delegate  to  general  management 
committee ,  Halifax  Labour 
Party. 


T.  ENRIGHT :  formerly  secretary 
Elland  Labour  Party  (Sowerby 
Division );  E.C.  member  Halifax 
Labour  Party ;  secretary  Hali¬ 
fax  Fabian  Society. 

(Mrs.)  G.  ENRIGHT:  formerly 
secretary  Ovenden  Ward  (Hali¬ 
fax)  Labour  Party. 

S.  C.  BACON:  formerly  E.C. 
member  Saffron  Walden 
Divisional  Labour  Party,  secre¬ 
tary  Hedingham  Labour  Party. 


ERNEST  TAYLOR:  formerly 
E.C.  member  and  Labour 
Councillor  Barnet  Labour  Party. 

JOHN  HARRINGTON:  for¬ 
merly  financial  secretary  (Willow 
Ward)  Enfield  Labour  Party. 


D.  THOMPSON:  formerly 

Secretary  Brierfield  Labour 
Party. 


G.  TERRY:  formerly  E.C.  mem¬ 
ber  Halifax  Labour  Party ; 
delegate  Halifax  Trades 
Council. 

D.  BUTT:  formerly  member 
Shipley  Labour  Party ;  National 
Woolsorters’  Society  delegate 
Shipley  Labour  Party ;  divi¬ 
sional  management  committee. 

R.  BOND :  formerly  Gosport  and 
Fareham  Labour  Party;  one 
time  secretary  and  organiser. 

A.  DALE:  formerly  Cowes  Labour 
Party;  member  West  Ward 
committee;  chairman  social  com¬ 
mittee. 

O.  LLOYD:  formerly  ward  E.C. 
member,  Hinckley  Labour 
Party. 

J.  LAPPIN:  formerly  president 
Hinckley  Labour  Party;  mem¬ 
ber  E.C.  and  management  com¬ 
mittee,  Bosworth  Labour  Party. 

NORMAN  EDWARDS:  for¬ 
merly  E.C.  member  Overton 
local  Labour  Party;  delegate  to 
Constituency  General  Committee. 

IVOR  PANKHURST:  formerly 
political  organiser  for  Sidcup 
West  Ward  Labour  Party  and 
candidate  Urban  District  Council 
elections. 


E.  PATEMAN:  formerly  secre¬ 
tary  Hinckley  Labour  Party; 
member  E.C.  and  management 
committee ,  Bosworth  Labour 
Party. 

J.  MORETON:  formerly  secre¬ 
tary  Hinckley  Labour  Party , 
member  management  committee 
and  E.C.,  Bosworth  Labour 
Party. 

FRED  LORD:  formerly  Labour 
Party  councillor,  Rawtenstall. 

ALBERT  RIGBY:  formerly 
Labour  Party  councillor,  Raw¬ 
tenstall. 

TED  HUDDLESTONE:  for¬ 
merly  member  of  Eston  Central 
Labour  Party;  E.C. ,  Cleveland 
Labour  Party;  delegate  Labour 
Party  North  Regional  Council. 

RON  MARTIN:  formerly 
treasurer  Grangetown  Ward, 
Cleveland  Labour  Party. 

LEN  COCKER:  formerly  chair¬ 
man  Granby  Ward  (Exchange, 
Liverpool)  Labour  Party. 

(Mrs.)  M.  COCKER:  formerly 
Secretary  Granby  Ward 
Women’s  Section 


Join  us  in  the  Communist  Party  —  NOW ! 

Fill  in  below,  cut  out  the  form,  and  post  to  Harry  Pollitt,  The 
Communist  Party,  16  King  Street,  London,  W.C.2. 

I  want  to  join  the  Communist  Party.  Please  put  me  in  touch  with  my  nearest  branch. 

NAME . . 

ADDRESS  . 
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